officer who was leaning towards Ungern and whispering
into his ear, with a smile
A gun was fired, and the band struck up a military
march Amid the chiming of bells and the blowing of
flutes to drive away evil spirits, a coach made its ap-
pearance, preceded by horsemen streaming with silk At
every step the six white horses drawing it raised a cloud of
dust, which seemed to set tinkling the hundreds of little
silver bells attached to their harness
'Asiatic division,5 Ungern's command rang out, *by
ranks, attention! Officers, by the nght, dressf3
The crowd knelt down  The troops shouted 'Hurrah '*
Inside the coach were two figures stifled in gold brocade
A fat woman rolled her eyes, vaguely uneasy  The Living
Buddha turned his head from side to side  Through his
black glasses, his capital and his people struck him as
uniformly grey
The restoration of monarchy Now that he had made
a beginning, Ungern concerned himself about the future
He ordered mobilization Soon his detachments would be
plunging into the Gobi desert But winning battles was
not enough He must win over his adversaries Since the
Chinese generals were tearing one another to pieces, he
would placate some of them and use them to crush others
Ungern was not going to dictate this letter to Makeev
He would write it with his own hand
cAt the present time it is not possible to contemplate
re-establishing monarchy m Europe, owing to the degrada-
tion of European culture, and consequently of the Euro-
pean peoples, who have been contaminated by the
madness of socialist ideas *
Ungern stopped to wnte the date at the head of the
sheet of paper March 2 The Mongol Khans used to
start campaigning in the autumn, after the horses had got
fat on the pastures Ungern proposed to anticipate them
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